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DIRECTIONS 
for the Weak and 


ISnorant Reader. 


= Ou fick directed and 
As taught me, how toreach 
SS&2ad you; I learned from 
you, not from my Books, what 
quelſitons to inſtruct youin, by 
obſerving your miſconceirs of 
the firſt and neccſiry grounds 
of faith, and accordingly I have 
framed this ſhort Catechiſm : 
Many other points are ncedfull 
for you, as to underſtind the 
Creed, becauſe elſe you cannot 
believe it : and the ten Com- 
mandements, clle you cannot 
know your f1ns,nor your duties : 
and alſo tic Lords Praycr, clic 
| A 2 you! 
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you cannot tell how to pray : 
But for help herein, I refer you 
ro my larger Catechiſm , where 
theſe Heads are expounded. 
N:.ww that you may profit by 
this, take .theſe directions : 
1. Learn by heart the places of 
Scripture brought for proofs, 
and ponder them in thy minde, 
till thou underſtandeſt how they 
p: ove the point for which they 
are alleadoed. This will help 
thy underſtanding; forit is not 
enoughro ſay the words, unleſlc 
thou underſtand the matter. 
2, Obſerve by the order of the 
pts, how and in what order 
God doth fave men by Chriſt, 
and be you ſure to go that way. 


3. Obſerve that the Covenant of 


Life and Peace in Chriſt,and ju- 
ſtification by faith do go before 


the uſe of the Sacrament, as the 


Grant or conyeyance of Land 
| doth 
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doth before the ſealing : Ana 
therefore you muſt firſt be in 
covenant with God, cre you can 
have right to, or benefit by the 
Sacrament. 4. For the great du- 
ty of examining your iclves do 
thus : Lay the itgne of triall be- 
fore thce, and then ask thy con- 
{cience, Is it thus and thus with 
my ſoul 2 For example, for trial 
of thy faith and repentance put 
thy ſelf to the queſtion 2 How 
long have had faith ? Have I 
indeed been wrought upon by 
the Word of Gol What 
change do I finde in my felt 
ſince I was a believer ? Spread 
all thy ſins before thee,and then 
demand, Sonl, how col like of 
this or that ſin? Do I make con- 
{ctence of it « or am I willing to 
enjoy it longer to. make ecx- 
cules, and finde pretences for 
the practifing of it 2 So for obe- 

A 3 dience. 
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clence and Charity, examine thy 
ſelf thus; Do I deſire and en-: 
cevourto know, and'do Gods. 
will in all things ? Or am I wil- 
ling to hide mine cy*s from this 
or thar duty, and to ſhift ir off £ 
Do I love the godly b:cauſe 


they begodly? Or can I ſcorn, 


mock, and deſpite them ? Deal 
faithfully with thy poor ſoul in 
in this duty of examination and 
trial, remembring that before. 
the at of receiving, thou doſt 
confeſſe thy fins, and profeſſe 
before God and that Congrega- 
tion, that the remembrance of 
them 1s grievous unto thee, and 
the burden intolerable : do not 
now diſſemble w:;th God and 
men : be ſure of this, that if thou 
bring not grace, the Sacrament 
will put none into thee. He that 
comes a Fudas,ſhal go a Fudas : 
Hethat comesan unbeliever, or 
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ignoranr,or impenitenr, ſhall go 
away ſoas he came,nay in worle 
caſe then he came. 5. And laſt- 
ly, Labour for diſtin&t know- 
ledge in matters of ſalvation, 

content not thy ſelf with un- 
grounded conjecures,as,I think 
{o, and, I hope ſo. Build-not on 
the ſand, but be thou an hearer 
and a doer of the Word, ſo ſhalt 
thou be able to lay hold oneter- 
nal lifc. Amer. 


Thixe inthe Lord 
William Livonp, 


A Sinner,juſtified in the Bloud 
of Chriſt, and ſantified by 
bis Word and Spirit, whs 
refteth in hope of Eternal 
life,which God, that cannat 
tie, hath promiſed before the 
world began, Tit.1.2, 
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worthy receiving of the 
LORDS SUPPER. 
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1-Of CHRIST, ant wp he 
ſaveth w.. 


Queſt, 'H%, d,e you hope to be 


aved ? 
Anſwer. By Jeſus Chrift. 
Who is Feſus Chriſt ? 
> > * The Jeſs No fads in the * 6 
bleed Trinity, who in the fulnetf? 4 "gs 0 " 
of time took our nature, and be: 8 ny 
came man for our Redemption. Joh.6 69. 
. What bath he done ts [ave you ? 
A.T Hedyed to {ave me from my +#Rom.4.2c, 


fins. i Cor.ig 3. 
Q. Muſt you elje have died ani ſuf- i = 
fered Gods arath F me 


A. Yes; for death is the wages OY vhs 
of ſin, and all thar are fi2nes be | 
under the curſe 


A-5. oO Mw. 


| 


ko 
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. How can the death of another 


WW 


ſave you f L 31 - 
H.b 7.22: 4, Yes, becauſe Chriſt is our 
E124, 42. 6. (yrety, appointed of God to bear 
- —— 3. our tmnes, and therefore what he 
& 4.4.5. id and ſuffered in our name, it 
2 Cor. 5. is as wellas if we haddone it our 
21. _ "ſelves. 
x.Pcr,2.24 Q. Muſt Gods juſtice then be ſa- 

tified for eve y fin? 
Joh. 169. A, Yes, Godpuniſheth the fins 
& 11. 59 of ih: Ele in the perſon of Chriſt ; 
% 8-24 hurt the ſinsof others that doenot 

believe in their own. perſons. 

Q. How death Chriſt ſatiz fie. Gods 
Juſtice for us #. 


| Gal, 4.45. . Bicauſe heanſweredthe Law 


Rom. L943: for us. FEATS 
Q How did be anſwer the -Law 
for 2 7 > 
Rom. s. 19. M4: By bearing the puniſhryent 
Gal.3. 13. Which .the Law threatned for. ſin, 
Rom.5.9. and fulfilling the obedience which 
the Law required ot us. 


Was Q Huw cometh the death of Chriſt 


19. be ſo availabie? 
! &. 20.28: A. Te.iue it was the ſuffering 
1.1et.2-29.and g0þ d..n: eo: ? 1:n that is G.d. 
\ COF42.5, © Cf, 
F 
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2. Of our need of Chriſt. 


Que FA Oe you fland in need of 
De! Chriſt's righteou[neſſe to 


fuve yu?” 

A. Yes :. becauſe I; and all the rom. 3.15 
world are wholly. corrupted . with. Gen. s 5, 
fin through Adam's fall,. and ſo A Se 42s 


become ſlaves of Satan, and guilty 
of eternal damnacion.. -— ntl 19.3 
Q-: What is fin ?. A 


A. Icis any breaking. or: ſwer- , j,;; 4.- 
ving from the law of Cod. 

Q. How came ſin into the world ? 

A, By.the firſt ſin of Adam and Gen 3 6. 
Eve in-eating- the forbidden fruit. Rom:5- Fo! 
G od made made man upright. "os 

*..Q.. Are: you then a ſinner ? 

A' Yes: I was bornin fin; and pil. 51,5. 
doe dayly þreak Gods holy Laws, Rom.7. 23. 
being -very prone to-evil, and un- - 
toward. to any thing that i is good. 

Q. What is the puniſhn-nt due to 
fin and ſinners ? - 

4. The wrath of Gd, an1cter- 
nal death 'n-Hell hire. 

'Q.. Are y:u d.iivered from . fu n- 

nd. 
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and the puniſhment thereof only by 
Criſt, as you ſaid ? 
LJo*'.77. A, Yes: forhis bloud cleanſeth 
Heb.9.26- us from all fin. | 
 __ Q. How can that be, ſeeing you con- 
feſſe that you are ſtill a ſinner ? 
A. Yes, though ſin remain in 
me, yetIam cleanſed from all fin 
{or two reaſons. 
Q. What's the firſt ? 
R-m.81, A. Becauſe I am made free 
& 5.1. & from the puniſhment of fin, (4i.e.) 
3: ,4 X4.7- from damnation, being juſtified by 
the bloud of Chriſt. 
Q. Why ſecondly ? 


* 2 Cor,y, A. * Becauſe by Chriſt we are 
17.2% made fice fromthe power of f10,fo 
Gal.z 17- that fin doth not reign in us. 
Rom.6.1. 

I4. 

T Joh.3 8, 


Rom,$.2, 


3. General Dueſtions, 
Quieſf, WY TT Hat is the eſtate of 


man by creation ?- 
Anſw. An holy and happy e-. 
Fate ; for man was at firſt made. 
like unto God In holineſſe and 
zigt roulneſle, in goodnetſe and. 
| lin. 12. 


the Lords Supper. 
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Immortality, He was free from {in 
and miſery. | 

Q. What is the effate of all men 
through the fall of Adam ? 


A. Aneſtate of fin and miſery, 


for weare all of us originally very 
ſinful and miſerable, being enemies 
to all goodnefſe, and prone to all 
evil, and ſo the obje&ts of Geds 
wrath, and heirs of hell. 


Q. What isthe ſlate of them that 


be renewed by Chrift ? 


A. It is an eftate of holineſle and. 


righteouſneſſe,which is begun here 


in the Kingdome of Grace, and 


ſhaÞl be finiſhed in the Kingdome 


of Giory. [They that are Chriſts, 


are renued in knowledge, and ho- 
lineſſe according to that Image 
wherein Adam at the firſt was 


created, and they are acquitted- 


from the guilt and puniſhment of 


fin by the bloud and Interceflion .- - 


of Chriſt; and finally, they are 


intituled to an cftate of Glory and. 
Immortality with God in Heaven. 


foreyermore. 


4. of 
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Eſ4,1.16. 


4. of the means to partake f 
Chriſts aveonſneſe KS . 


eft. RE all men thus clean- 
., A ſed and ſaved by Chriſts 


death ? 
Anſw. No : only they that truly 


Luk, 13. 3- believe and repent of the.evill of 


& 24.47. 


Mar.4, 17. 
| Eph. 1. 13, 


of Mar, 9. 1}. 
Eſa. 61, 1. 

! Luk. 4. 13. hearted. 
| i 2Tim.1, If, R 


their doings. 

Q What is Faith ?. 

A. Ic isa belief of the Goſpel, 
whereby a finner truely humbled 
for fin, doth: truſt and reſt upon 
Chrift atone. for ſalvation. Or thus, 
Faith is the relying of an humbled 
ſoul npon the promiſe of God” for 
ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift.--+ {> "+ - 

Q-: Muſt the ſoul be firſi tupblec 
and pricked for ſin, before it can o* to 
.Chrift for ſalvation ?- 

A. Yes: for Chriſt came __ 
finners, and to . heal. the broker.” 


Q_ What promiſes hath' God made 
to the bumblcd. ſoul that believeth ed 
reffeth on Chriſt for mercy ?: © © , 
A. Ce 
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ef. God hath ſaid, they ſhall Job. 3 15. 
= periſh, but have everlaſting Mar.11.18, 
life. | 

Q. Ts it eneugh to believe and no 
more £ 

A. No, we muſt alſo repent, and Aa 3.'1g. 
be.converted , and turn from our Mar.3.8.10, 
fins. Matk 1, 15. 

Q_ That is repentance 7 | 

A. It is an earneſt diſpleaſure Mar. 3.8, 
and hatred againſt fin, whereby we 10: O 
turn from fin to walk with God in 97-7 on 
newneſfſe of lite. 4 

. Q What promiſe is there made 10 

them that truly repent ? 

.. A, God will pardon, their fins, Efa.g5.7. & 
and remember them no more. 1.18, 
.Q,,Can. we not be juflified before - b. 10.17, 
God by our works of obedience, and 5-7 
good. endeavours ? 3! 

. A- No, becaude in many things Rom. 3. 29. 
we fail all : and he that iga breaker * +5 

of the Law.cannat be ſaved by ir. ? th pe 

Q.; What 3s the true difference be- \, ; 1 -- 
tween the DoA ine of the Law, and of +, | 
the Goſpel touching ſalvation ? | bot 

,-4- The Law offereth (a]vation;Rom.10.s. 
to them.alone, that doe fylkill and 
oF) Keep. 
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' Jam.2,14. 


| Job, 15.2. 


24, 28. 
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| TI'Cot.g.21. 
| Rema 5,6, 


Rom, 3.21, 


keep it perfeftly in th:ir own per- 
ſons. 


R_ _ doth the Goſpel offer us 
alvation ? 


Rom.10.9, A. By the tighteouſnefſe of an- 
11, & 4.6. other, (ie.) of Chriſt, apprehended : 


and applyed to the humbled Soul 
by 2 lively Faith. 

Q. Is true Faith then void of good. 
works, and of bylineſſe of life ? 

A, No: forthen it were a dead 


| 2Cor.5.17. Faith , and ic could not profit us, 
| 


becauſe whoſoever is. in Chriſt is 
a new creature. 

Q. What is the meaning then when. 
yeu ſay. we are juſtified by Faith with- 
eut Works ? 

A. The meaning ir, that we are. 
juſtified by Chriſts righteouſncfie 
only, and that there is nG need of- 
our works to be joyned with him 
in that buſlineſfſe. oe 

Q. It ſeems then that God doth re- 
e:ive us into bis favour out of bus. 
meer mercy in Chriſt alone, impu« 
ting bis righteouſneſſe unto us, and not 
our ſtns £ | 

A. Ic is moſt true, | 
(2.: The 


"_ 
fe 


| 
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the Lords Supper. '9 
0 The Covenant alſo of life and : 


peace is made in Chriſt to them that 
believe and repent without the condition 
of perfed obedience ? 
A. Itis ſo. - Rom, 5 6, 
Q. Thubltft ddcdarine #s taught Gil. 2.19, 
in the Goſpel, bow elſe i it taught and 1 Job.z.2, 
cor. fiymed to us 2 | 
A. In the Sacraments, 


__—_G} 


5. Of the nature and uſe of the 
Sacrament, and of onr pre- 
paration thereunts, 


Queft. OIW many Sacraments be 
there 2 

Anſw. Two only : Baptiſm and ' 
the Supper of the Lord. 

Q What is a Sacrament ? 

A. It isa ſeal of the righteouſ- Rom.4; r1; 
neſſe of faith; or a token of the G<n.17.11e | 
Covenant of peace between God 
and man. 

Q_ Say the ſame inother words. 

A. A Sacrament is an outward 
and viſible fgn of an inwardand 
{piritual Grace given unto us. 


Q. What 
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Q. What is that ſpiritual Grace, ; 


whereof the Sacraments be” outward 
flenes end pledges ? 

A. The favour of Ged doide 
* away our finnes in and by Chriſt 
- crucified. 

Q. How many parts be there of every 
Sacrament ? 

A. Two : firſt ſome outward 
bodily figne of Chrifts own or- 
daining : ſecondly, and ſowe ſpiri- 


tual grace or benefit thereby ſigni- 


fi ed. 


Q_ What is the outward ſigne inthe 


Lords Supper ? 


A. Bread and Wine given ang 
reecived according to Chrifts ap- i|, 


pointment. 
Q What is ſignified thereby ? 


The Budy and Bloud of 


Chin crucified for our fins, 


Q, What ic the benefit of receiving : 


theſe ſtgnes ? 


A. By them, as by a tokens "and Q 


pledge from God himſelf, the wot- 


thy receiver js aſſured that he hath ** 


a part and ſhare in Chrifls death; 
and hall be ſaved thereby. 
Q Do 


4 hah. 


the Lord, Supper. YI 

i; Doe all that come to the Loris 
Table receive ſuch a pledge of Gods- 
' favour ? 

-A.:No : only they that be wor- 
thy receivers : | The reſt receive 
mecr bread and wane, and ſo pro- 
ſane Gods Ordinance, and provoke 
Gods judgements againft them- 
ſelves. ] 

Q_ What muſt we doe that we may 
be worthy receivers ? 

A. We muſt examine our ſelves 
whether we have, firſt, Faith. Se- 
condly, Repentance. Thirdly, New 


the/ignorane and unbelievers, the 


| | thor . Fourthly,Charity.[ For 


{{ InÞenitent, difobedient, and un- 


-F charitable perſons, be all of them 


unworthy receivers. ] 
Q What Faith 1s required in @ 


=y 


worthy Communicant ? 


A.. The profeſſion of the true Rom.1o.s. 
; Faith with the Mouth , and the 
\ Grace of Faith in the Heart. 

Q. Why is the profeſſion of Faith 


: required ? 


A; Becauſe an Infidel or Here- 
- tick muſt not partake of Chriftian 


pri- 


Cp. — 
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priviledges we muſt know and 
maintain the Articles of Chriſtian 
Religion. 


Q Where be the Articles of Chrifti- | 


an Faith contained ? 

A. In the Word of God, and 
more ſummarily in the Crecd. 

Q. Why is the underſtanding of 
theſe Articles of Faith required ? 


A. B:cauſeif we do not under- | 


ftand the meaning of them, we can 
never believe then). 

- Q Mary underſtand the Creed, yet 
are unworthy receivers : How taay one 
be afſured that his knowledge ir ſound 


and ſaving ? 
A. By two figns of ſaving know- 
ledge. 


Q. What is the firſt ? 

Joh.13.17. A. Icisa Renving knowledge,it 

Rom, 2.20, doth not only acquaint me with 

— %17 Gods will and wayes, but allo ir 

2 Tim,z.s, Worketh my heart to Obedience of 

the ſame. | 

Q. What is the ſecond ſigne of fa- 
ving knowledge £ 

A. It is an humbling knowledge, 

which maketh me more and more 

£0 


Phil.z 7,8. 
Rom.9.9. 
Job 42, 6. 


— 
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to ſee how vile I am, and how un- 
able to do any thing that is good, 


| and fo to fetk ſtrength and help 


from Chriſt. 
Q. You have ſaid, that faith is 
the relying and reſting of the humbled 
ſoul upon Chriſt alone for ſalvation. 
How will yeu try your faith nhethcr it 
be ſound and lively ? 
A. By two fignes. 
Q. What is the firſt ? ” 
A. If it hath been wrought in 9m. 10. 
my heart by hearing and know- S 4h * 
ledge of the Word of God. [For Waka. 
we have alwayes had this faith, as | 
carnall perſons ſay they have had, 
it is a Counterfeit faith : for natu- 
rally weare born in unbelief. Net- 
ther doth Faith prow up with our 
education, bur ic isa ſupernatural 
gift of Gods Spirit, wrought in us 
by the Goſpel. 
Il hat is a ſecond ſigne of true 
faith, whereby it may be known £ 
A. By tic fruit of Faith, which 
is to make me walk by the rule of 
Faith, (;.e. ) the Scriprure, fo that I 


ſhall not believe one thing and doe 
the 


14 
Jam.2.16, the contrary : i True taich will 
= make one to pratile what he be- 

Q.15.9. Heverh ; e]ſe it isa dead faith. | 
Q T7 by isthis Grace of Faith re- 
quired in q receiv r f 

Heb.3.14, A. Becaule by faith we are made 
| Gal.3.26. pactakersof Chriit, and ofthe be- 
nefits of his peſſion, which are fer 
torth co us in the Sacrament ; {We 
mult bring faith zo Gcds promiſes, 
and co Gods Sacraments. ] Second- 
ly, we muſt «<xamine our ſclves 

whether we repent of our fins. 
Q. How will you know your repen- 
tance to be ſound ? | 

A. By two tignes. 
Q. What is thefrft? 


me 
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Luk.16.1o. 4, If I make conicience of every 
Af.24- 16. fin, even becauſe ic is fin. [If we 
Pſal.11g. 


grieve for ſinne becauſe of ſhame, 
that is a worldly reſpeQ,and there- 
fore a worldly ſorrow, but if we 
grieve for our ſins becauſe God is 
offended, that is a godly ſorrow, 
becauſe the reſpe& and ground of 


— 


Gen.39,. 9. 


Mr | it is godly. ] | 
in b Q. What is the ſecond figne of ſound 
'bs : 


repentance? 
- A. Amend- 


ND —— 
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A. Amendment, and forſaking AR.26, 20, 


_ of fin, [For true loathing aud in- Joo >- 13: 


ward hatredof fin, is accompanied'* Cor.7.11, 
with a leaving of it, c]1ſe1t is but a - 


mock-ſorrow. |] 


Q. Why is this Grace required in 


Communicant £ 


A. Becauſe God promiſeth no- roms. x. 
thing toa wicked man, and there- Mac.3.7,8. 
fore the Sacrament cannot ſeal nor 
aſſure him of any mercy in Chriſt. 

: Q. Whatis the third Grace required 
in a worthy! receiver ? 
A. Care to walk in New obe- Rom.13. 3, 


| dience, (i.e. ) to abſtain from evil, 52-1 16. 


and exerciſe our ſclves in that 
which is good. | 

.Q TIWhy is New odedience requi- 
red ? | 

 #. Becauſe if we ſay, we have xJoh.1s, - 
fellowſhip with Chriftand walk in & 3.10. ; 
darkneſfſe, we doe bur deceiveour 
TE he's 

_Q. What is the fipneof true obedi- 
FT frgne of 

4. Sincerity,(i.e.) when wichout pj 
doubling or deceit, without diſpen- "any 
ling or pretences for fin , we walk 9, & 12.33. 

| uprightly 


, 


— 


I6 
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P{al.119. 
80s 


2 Cors.8, 


T Joh. 5.1, 
& 3. 12,14, 
Mat.ro.4t. 


Rom, 13, 


IO, 


Eph.q 32. 
Mar.6.14, 


IF, 


 uprightly in the Commandementy 


of God. | Ic is a Spirit. without. 
guile, we muſt not hide our eyes 
from any part of Gods will or of 
our duty. FO 

Q. What is the fourth Grace re« 
quired in a worthy receiver ? 

A. Chriſtian loveand Charity, 
eſpecially towards all men that 
love and fear God, 

Q._ hat is the firſt ſigne of Chri- ' \ 
ſtian love ® 

A. If we love the Children of' « 
God becauſe they be the Children « 
of God, and fear him. 

Q. What is the ſecond figne ? f 

A.Todo our brother no wrong, / 
but/good if wecan, 


Q What is athird fign? Bd | 
A. It he hath wronged us, to v 
ſorgive him. . Ir 
Q.. What is a fourth ſigne ? n 


_ A. Afﬀecllow-feeling of our bro-+ m 
thers weal and woe, (3.e,) if we L 
can rejoyce at the good that befalls 
our Neighbour-in his wealth, cre- th, 
dit, gifts, preferment, and graces, 


_ aSif they had hapned to our ſelves : he: 


and 
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ſelves : and on the other fide, it Prov.24- 
16. we can heartily be ſorry for the dif- 18. 
&& graces and loſſes which befall our J _a S's 
of Brethren , eſpecially if we can re- ? * 
Joyce and grieve for ſuch good and 
c= evils as befal them for Chriſts Sake, 
Name and Cauſe. 
y, OQ. Why # ſuch love required of a 
at Communicant ? 
; MN. Becauſe we are members of aa. 2;, 
7i- one head Chriſt Jeſus ; and are all Job.13.35, 
partakers of one Bread, one Hope, 
of' one Faith, and therefore ſhould be 
<n of one minde andof one hearr, 
Q. I hat if after examination we 
_ finde not theſe Graces to be in our 
g, ſelves ? | 
A. They that be void of theſe 
Graces cannot be worthy recei- 
to vers; but if we finde them to be 
in us in truth and ſincerity, though 
not in that meaſure we defire, we 
=: may and ought to come to the 
we Lords Table. 
Iles Q- By what means doth God werk, 
ce- theſe Graces in our bearts ? 
&s,, A. By the Word preached and Row. rs, 
s : heard with an honeſt heart : by 14 17. 
1d B which 
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which alſo they are all daily in- 
creaſed. 

Q How muſt we pray to God #.... 

A. Only ia the name and medi. 
ation of Jeſus Chrift, praying for 
ſuch. things as are agreeable to 
Gods will to give us. 

Q. How ſhall T know that ? 

A. By the Word of God which 
ſheweth us what things God hath 
promiſfed,and commanded,and for- 
bidden. 

Q How elſe may Thnow what things 
I may beg of God in prayer 2 

A. By the Lords Prayer, where- 
in Chriſt hath taught us what to 
pray for, fo that whatſoever we 
have need to pray for, or ought to 
play for, it is contained in thoſe 
Pcticions. 
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Of ADMISSION to the 
LORDS SUPPER. 


The bufic and perplexed Que- 
ſtion touching perſons to be 
admitted to the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, may in 
part be cleared and reſolved, 
by a diſtin conſideration of 
theſe four particulars : 

"I. Who onuzht to approach 

70 the Lords Table,if they 

did what in duty, and 

' good conſcience, they are 

| 

bound te dee. 

| 2. Whe onght to keep back 

J themſelves. 

3. Who ought to be admit- 
ted, if they offer them- 
ſelves, 

4. Who ought to be kept 

| back by the Authority of 


the Charch. 
B 3 Who 


""w 


of _—— TM 


I. Deſt, 
Anſw. 


| Proofs. 
Reaſ, 1. 


M.c,28, 20, 


WW WneP frequently NY $3 
the Lords Table ? | 

All che friends, and lovers of 
Teſas Chriſt : all that be godly, and 
in Covenant with Chriſt, they a- 
Dove all others are bound to meet 
Chriſt in this Ordinance, to teſtifie 
their faith, their love, their thank - 
fulnefſc, their joy, their deep obli- 
pation to their blefled Redcemer; 
And to porifie Chriſt for his infi- 
Bite mercy, in laying down his life 
for his friends, &c. 

Such perfons are under a com- 
mang, 1 Cor. 11.23, 24. This doe in 
remembrance of me» and that often. 
Verlſe 25. ——= Teach the world to 6b- 
ferve all that 1 command you; and © 
this is one of Chriſt's commands, 
for Paul received it of the Lord 
that which 1 delivered unto you : 
It is therefore a fin to omit it; a 
double fin, One of Difobedience, 
the'other of Unkindenefſe and EIn- | 
thankfulnefſe : of Diſobedience, 
for ſeeing we have Chriſts preciſe | 
commandement for it; This eat- | 

Ing, | 


- 
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| ing, this ſhewing forth the Lords 
. ; death-is not arbitrary, but enjoy- 
ned onall diſciples till the end of 
the world.---It is alſo a commande- 
ment of love, ith defire Thave de- T,vy 1a.rg, 
fired to eat this Paſſcover with yu, © 
before I die : It was the laſt Love- 
token of adying Chriſt left to his 
Church; (as if he ſhould ſay) I 
love you beyond meaſure, and I 
have adefire to leave with you this 
Token of my love: Greater love 
than this I cannot give, then to lay 
down my life for you; and this 
token thereof I defire to ſettle be- 
' tween youand me, of our mutual 
love, and neer conjunGion : Chriſt 
defireth but to be loved, & thank- 
ed,and remembred for all his love : 
. Now if dying Chriſt, even veeping 
out his love to us, did defire to 
leave to his Church ſuch a memo- 
rial of his love, mercy, and merit ; 
it were a great unkindeneſſe and 
Ingraticude to lay it aſide : A men- 
tal remembrance of Chriſts death 
is nor all that Chriſt looks for at 
; our hands; it muſt be a ſolemn, 
| B 4 ſacra- 


| 
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ſ;cramental remembrance wich 


the Congregation, ſhewing and te- 


ftifying beforeall men, how much 
we prize Jeſus Chrift; that we be- 
lieve bis bloud to be the bloud of 
the new Covenant, what joy and 
comfort we have in his death, how 
much dearer Jeſus Chriſt is to us, 
than all others. | 
The Miniſter fins, if hedoe not | 
bleſs, break, and diftcibute this | 


Bread, and this cup : we are as |- 


much bound to doe it, as we | 
age to pray, or Baptize, or | 
preach. —And the people {in, | 
it they negle& it. | 
2. We ought to come for eur | 
own good, weoft receive the Lords 
 Supper,becauſe we need Gods mul- 
tiplyed as of mercy , to pardon | 
our finnes, Oar life is finiſhed by 
continuall degrees of merey, and | 
ſupplies of ſpiritual irength, till ic | 
be finiſhed in glory. 
But when good and bad receive to- | 
gether , are not the godly defiled by 
ſuch mixtures? Are they not parta- | 
kers with them in their ſinne of un- 
worthy 


_ A wp} ©, oy 3A ink a Bd ont 


*. Q. co ©. © wy 


|. falſedo&rine,or any other leaven ; Tit.1. 15, ] 
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* worthy receiving , and conſequently dij- 
charged of Chriſts . command ? Is nt 
the Qrdinance pulluted ? 
| No, neither is the Sacrament the Anſip, 
worſe, nor the godly polluted by 
the unworthinefle of others : 
For firſt, the Adminiſtratton it Reaſ, 1. 
ſelfe is pure, the Ordinance It ſelfe 
is diſpenſed purely according to 
Chriſts Inftitution without mix- 
ture of idolatry, ſuperſtition, or 


and therefore to the pure, it muſt 
needs be pare:(though to them chat 
are defiled and unbelieving is no- 
thing pure) But as for the reception 
of the Word and Sacraments, (that 
is to ſay) that, that which comes 
pure from us, ſhall be purely recei- 
vad into pure hearts, we cannot un= 
dertake for thae, that is two mens 
work : For the purity of the Ocr- 
dinance ie ſelfe (as touching the. 
' Adminiſtration , and the manner 
| thereot) it is the Miniſters duty to 
lovk to that; but with what hearts 
ic is recciv.d, we cannot anſwer 


for that. 
| For 


T 26 
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Reeſe 2, _ 


For the people that joyn, they 
Joyn with us in our good things, 


not we with them in their evil: , 


Indeed if a company of men ſhould 
agree in ſomeevill aQion, and we 


Joyn with them, then we were par- - 


takers of their evil; but when Chri- 
fiians agree to ſerve the Lord Jeſus 
according to his Word, it ſome 
Joyn, that do it not as they ought, 
they partake with us in our well- 


doing, not we with them in their | 


{ig-:. Asthe Diſciples did not par- 


take with Judas in his wickednefſe, | 
but Judas with them in that holy : 


ation, 


Eſpecially if you conſider,. that | 
none receive with us , but fuch' as 
openly profefſe the ſame faith, and 
declare their repentance, and their | 
purpoſe of walking*in new-obedi- | 
ence, as we do. Pics | 

Firſt, they joyn with us in the | 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity in an ac- 
knowledgement, that-we are ſaved | 
by Chriſts bloud, (and: this I may | 
do really. with thoſe, who are but: ' 


c nly profeſſors.) - 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, they and we do all 
'Joyn ina vow and promiſe of li- 
ving holy and Chriftian lives for 
time to come (and this I may doe 
ſincerely with them, that do it but 
formally witch the lips,and not with 
the heart.) What if there come in 
to the Marriage-feaſt of Chriſt one 
that hath not on a Wedding gar- 
ment, What is that to-thee , which 
haſt one? Wilt: thou riſeup , and 
not eat, becauſe of him? Let the 
Maſter of the Feaſt alone to take 
order with him. The King, when 
he viewed the Gueſts, does not 
charge any faulc upon others, that 
ſare by z he ſingled out that man 
who came into the feaf?, as a friend, 
but without a Wedding garment, 
(that is to ſay) without purpoſe or 
care to honour: the Bridegroome 
by a holy lifeproceeding from faith 


and love, all the reſt were wel-: 


COMe. 


To the latter part of the Obje-- 


CGtion : I Anſwer, That neither 
the Migifter nor people are dif- 


charged of ehis ſubſtaritial com- 


2, 


manded . 


af 


of Admiſſion to 


2.0bjedg. 


manded duty, by the accidental a- 
buſe of others : when others mens 
fins follow accidentally upon do- 
ing my duty, Imuſt not forbear to 
doe mine, becauſe another does not 
bis ; we may not omit the worſhip 


of God for the ſins of our fellow- |}. 


worſhippers. Eli's ſons made the 
people to abborre the offering of 
the Lord, 1 Sam. 2.17. Did the 
people well to abhorre the offer- 
ings of the Lord ? No, verily, it 
was the peoples finne ſo to doe, as 
you ſhall finde, Ver.24, ——ye make 
the Lords people to tranſgreſſe. El's 
ſonnes gave the offence , yer the 
people did finne in forſaking the 
publick Exerciſes of Re'ijgion. God 


requires our attendance in his Or- 


dinances; if others appear there 
with us, and not of us, they are 
therein by their profeſſion, ſuch as 
the godly are both by profeſſion 


and really. And God bears with | 


them, and ſo muſt we. 


S, Paul ſayes, If any one, that is n 


D x —_— — 
o 


cz]lled a Brother, be a fornicator, | 
&c. with ſuch an one, no not to '_ 


eat. 
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Ear. But you admit all ſorts of ſcanda- 
lows perſons, and eat with them. 


Doe you know. any ſuch to be 4yſwer.1. 


admitted ? the more to b)ame you, 
that doenot tell the Church, and 
ſeek his amendment. They of the 
houſe of Chloz declared unto Paul 
the Contentions of ſome in that 
Church ; and fo ſhould you declare 
to the Miniſter the ſcandalls which 
will not beamended by your pri- 
vate admonition , and it the Mini- 
ſter reftrain him not , let the blame 
reſt on him. 

But to the point of zot Eating : 
] Anſwer, the Apoſtle does nor 
ſpeak there of Sacramentall Eat- 
ing , as is evident by this reaſon, 


T hat eating, which is theredenyed 1 Con 5. 
with Chriſtians, is allowed with 10,11. 


Heathens; (Paul does not reftrain 
them from Eating with che Forni- 
cators of this world, Ver. 10. But 


if @ Brother, &c. ver. 11.) Bur the 


Apofile did never allow of a Sacra- 
mental] Eating with Heathens; 
therefore that is not the Eating 
there ſpoken of; our not Eating 
is 


a 


— 


30 of Adm {coy to 


is expounded by S. Pals expreſſe 
words, of not keeping company 
with ſuch perſons, ver. 9.11. We 
may keep company with Heathens, 
that be fornicators or covetous, 
2 Theſ.3; verſ. 10. But not with a Chriſtian, 
T4. that is ſuch an one. 


Ram... 


2. Queſt, WY 7 Ho ought to keep themſelves + 
back from partaking in this 
Ordinance £ - 

Anſwer. Allcarnall perſons,who are cons - 
ſcious to themſelves of living in 
any. known fin : - All that have 
not broken their league. with their 
laſts, not yet fully reſolved to part - 
with their darling fins. Such per» 

AA. 8. zr, {ons are in-the Gall of bitterneſſe, 

' 32,.23, and the Bond of iniquity, they have 
no part,nor lot in this matter; be- 
cauſe their heart is not right in the 
fight of God, they only cover ini- 
quity with-an outfide holy profeſ- 
fion. The Apoſtle fayes, Let evtry 
man examine bis bcart and wayes, 
and be fure there lurk no guile, nor 


bypoerifie. And. we warn ſuch per-- 
ſons; 
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fons to abſtain, ſaying , If any of you 
be a fornicator , an hinderer, or ſlan« 
derer of Gods Word, 8c. Come not to j 
this holy Table, leſt &c. | 

What ſpall we think, of thoſe , who 1+» Caſe. | 
lie under the terrors of a guilty con- = 
ſcience» who roare for the diſquiet- 
nefle of their bearts, by reaſen of 
their mighty ſins , muſt they keep of 
from the Lords Table, becauſe of their 
wounded ſpirit ? 

God forbid; for as Chrift in the An[w 
Goſpel does invite laden ſouls and _.. 
broken ſpirits to come to him for 
healing; ſo alſo in the Sacrament, 
to partake of the pledges of his 
love;. Chrifts bloud is a balm for 
ſick ſonls : And if amongſt true 
Chriſtians, one be fitter than an- 
other to come ; ſurely they that be 
weak and wounded ought co come, 
they ſee their need of Chrift, they 
hungerand thirſtafeer him — 

There is a double unworthineſle, 

Firſt, of meric, and: ſo all are un- 
worthy ; we truſt not in our own. 
righteouſnefle, butin Gods mani- 
t0id mercies. The ſecond is, of = 

cull 


Of Admiſſion to 
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2. Caſe. 


Anſw. 


evil conſcience, that it, when we 


are privie to our (elves of an unbe- 
lieving, unrepenting heart. And 
theſe are they which ſhould not 
dare to come to this Sacrament... , 

What think you of them, that ex- 
cuſe their not receiving , by their preſent 
unfitneſſe, ſaying, I am not at peace 
with ſuch a neighbour, &c. 

Such perſons are twice guilty, 


guilty of adouble fin ; one of wil- 


full impenitencie, being not as yet 
minded to leave off their emnity, 
The next is of contempt of Gods 
worſhip, they will ſerve their lufts, 
rather than God. — On the con. 
trary, there lieth on them a double 
duty: One 18, to be reconciled to 
their Brother. The next is, to give 
God bis due, as our Saviour hath re» 
{ſolved the point, Mat. 5. 25,26. Be 
reconciled, and then come, and offer 
thy gift. Though men be not fic 
with anger, or any other ſinne in 
their hearts to offer any worſhip 
to God, yet their untowardneſle, 
and preſent aQuall unpreparednefle 
is..no diſcharge of their duty to 

God, 


=—— 


re EE I ———_—_ RY EI———_—_ 


the Lords Supper. 


at. 


(3.d, neicher are they thereby cx- 
culed for their negie& of their 
bounden duty and ſervice; But 
they muſt repent of their preſent 
ſins, and that ſpeedily, and fo pre- 
Jent themſelves unto theLord , a 
living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable 
unto God, : 


Ho ought to be admiitedto the z, Queſt, 


Lords Supper, in caſe they offer 
themſelves ? 

All that profefſe repentance to- 
wards God, and faithtowards our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : All that having 
been baptized, and are able to exa- 
mine themſelves, and to diſcerne 
the Lords body, and cannot be 
charged to live ſcandalouſly in any 


fin, contrary to their profeſſion : 


All fuch ought to be admitted, 
withour giving farther proofe of 
their reall ſanification, without 
any ſubſcription to a Church Co- 
venant, or other Articles whatſo- 
ever , as a neceſſary condition of 
tbeir admiſſion. 

From 


Anſwer. 
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Reaſ. 1. Promthe examples of Chrift.and 
_ did his Apoſiles, the Evangelifts rela- 
"” ting the firſt celebration of this | 
Sacrament, doe expreſly ſay, that 
Chriſt ſate down with the Twelve : 
Mat,26, 26, And as they were eating , Feſus took, 
bread, and brake, and gave it to his 
Diſciples, Fudas not excepted, (they 
were all Diſciples, and profefied 
friends, though they were not all 
Clean, John 13. 10.) And S. Lake 
Chap. 22. is more clear and punQu- 
all, After he had given the Bread 
and Wine, ver. 19,20. it follows | 
ver. 21. Bat behold, the band of him 
that betrayeth me, as with me on the | 
table : after the inſtitution and di- 
tribution of the Sacrament. And 
this word [" But behold! | may. note 
ſome ſtrange things, as the admi- 
rable impudencie of the Traytaur, 
who after he had fold his Lord, 
cometh again to preſent his ſer- 
vice, and to fit at table with him, 
as if he were as innocent as the 
Ehap.13. .reft, And that which S. Fobnſaith _ 
3% tothis matter, is nothing contrary 


to this, it being only a A" th 
is 
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his going out, when Chrift had told 
Fobn who ic was that ſhould betray 
him, namely, After, oras ſoon as 
hewas diſcovered to be the Tray- 
tour, he went out immediately,be- 
ing thereby imbittered and vexed, 
he reſolved to proſecute it with 
ſpeed. And 1a this example Chrift 
teacheth, that many, who doe nor 
Jove him, will yet defire to com- 
memorate his death, and makefair 
ſhews of friendſhip and diſciple- 
ſhi 


P. 
The Apoſtles did admit & admi- The Apo: 


nifter the Sacrament to the whole ſiles did ſo, 


body of Diſciples without any far- 
ther condition or qualification, 
Ads 2. 42. with 4s 20. 7, Philip 
baptized the Eunuch, and Peter 
baptized Simon Magus upon their 


| bare confeflion , without farther 
| knowledge or experience of them. 


Art Corinth the multitude of difci- 
ples did partake, yet many of them 
were ſuch ; as God was not well 
pleaſed with them, 1 Cor. 11.39. 


| Hence the Argument flands good 7+ 4g. 


thus ; Such kinde of perſons, co—_ 
an 


IJ 


36 Of Admiſſion to 
and his Apoſtles , and all Ages of the the, 


Church have received and admitted", ſt 
ſuch may not we reſuſe : But perſons \ ©: 
proſeſſing faith, and repentance, and dif-" | 
cipleſhip have been received by Chrift tt 
and by Apoſtles, and by the Charch in | S; 
all Ages ; therefore ſuch are not to be | © 
refuſed by us. ah 
Reaſ. 2, The ſecond reaſon is taken from | ® 
Paul in- $. Pauls injunAionto the Commu- | ©! 
Joyns it. nicants at Corinth, 1 Cor.1 1. ver. 33s be 
Wherefore my Brethren, tarry one for "w 
another, when ye come together to eat the | < 
Loris Supper, verſ.20. The Corintbi-' | P* 
ans were divided into fſeverall #** 


FaRions, and they did covert to cat X | 
the Lords Supper apart, each con-' | " 
pany by themſclves ; this the Apo- u] 
file reproves, and 1 injoyns them to bo 


 _* tarry one for another. | ; 
ObjeR. Ob ! but this was it they laboured y 
to avoid, for therefore did they ſtrive | M 


to communicate each party by them- G: 
ſelves, becauſe they liked not to commu-' | 2? 
nicate with men of another fide, or de- q 
nomination ; we Judge them not fit cam- by 
pany for us to joyn with, and ſball we far- dir 


ry for ſuch 2 
Yes 
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-Yes, ſayes the Apoſtle, notwicth-. $4, 

ſtanding your difterent perſwaft- 

ons, you muſt communicate toge- 
{ ther, for as Chriſt is not divided, 
there be not many Chriſts; ſo the 
Sacrament is.a Centefſeration of. 
our common union and intereſt in. 
one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of thar- 
mutuall love and communion that 
ought to be between fellow-mem- 
bers of that one Head. As the body 
is one, and bath many members, and 
all the members being many, are one 
body; ſo is Chriſt, that is to ſay, 
the Church. And by the two Sa- 
craments of the Chriſtian Church, 
| he praveth the union of the faith- 
| full in oneand the ſame myfticall 


I Cor,12, 


£ 


| | body, by vertue of the holy Spirir, 
| ver. 13. By one | ſpirit we are al 
baptized inte one body, and have been 
all made to drinke into one ſpirit : 
your Chriſt, and our Chrift; your 

. | Supper, and our Supper, 1s all but 
| | one £ therefore be not you divi- 
+ |ded, but tarry one for another, 
+ | and eat together ; here is no ſec]u- 
. | ding any members of che Chureh, 
+ os though 
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Reaſ. 3. 


To 


2, 


though they were divided in thei? 
way, and in their affe&ions, yeb 
they muſt cat together che Lords 
Sapper, ſo long as they held-the 
faith and doCtrine of repentance. 

The third Reaſon is from the 
Conſtitution of a viftible Church. 
Note three things. 

Firſt, we admit not members into 
the invifble Church, thac is Chrifts 
Office, and it is performed by ſpi- 
ritual bonds, (that is to ſay) the 
communion of the Spirit of Chrift, 
and the unfeigned faich of the Be- 


liever : theſe are things beyond our 


power to adminifter; we admit 


| 


members into the viable Church, 


as ſuch, which is a company of met 
profeſing Chrift, into whoſe fel- 


lowſhip men areadmitted by -out- | 


ward Ordinances, and joyned to- 
gether by outward: Bonds : And: 
that faith, which being ſpiricuall, 


and fincere, doesgmake us members | 
of the invifible Church ; the ſame' 


in profefſion does make a true 
member of the viſible Church. 
Secondly, and as the Church in-" 

__ viſtble 
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vitible hath irs Pciviledges peculiar, 
| which chey, and none but they do 
partake of ; fo the outward privi. 
ledges of the Church are reci- 
_ procall with the viſible members, 
as they areviſible : And they doe 
of right belong to the whole Bo. 
dy, ſee Rom. 9. 4. where Paul ſpea- 
king of the whole Church of the 
Jewes, he ſayes, that to them per- 
cain the Covenants and the ſervice 
of God : Now if they pertain to 
profeſſours and diſciples, as ſuch, 
we cannot juſtly deny them, what 
God has granted them. 

Thirdly, and though all are not 
reall Saincs, yet by vertue of the 
Ordinances, which they embrace, 
they are in Scripture called and ac- 
counted” boly', (Saints by calling) 
1 Cor. 1.2. 

<« There is double SanQification, The Apo- 
one Externall of the fleſh which Ales diftin- 
| © -maketh a man holy ro the Sion of a 
| &-Church, whatſoever he be with- —_— 
*in. Another Internall of the g., y;1,; © 
© conſcience and inner man, which on Heb, 9; 
| © maketh a man holy before yo 13,14, 
«An 


Bred <> canes 9s 44 anda es 46. es ws oF = a 
Se meeeeetreen ewe eo rnd ne ee eee I IN TT 
, - - 


—— 


49 


CC —— 


of Admiſſion to 


« And theſe two SanQifications 


« doe ariſe from two diflereat: 


© cauſes; Externall or Church- 


& holinefle is procured by the ex-: 


© ercile of ſuch and ſuch Ocdinan- 
© ees of divine (ſervice, as make a 
**man to be reputed and holden for 
«clean before men, and ſo to be 
* received for a Member of the 
© Church, ſo fayes the Text, Heb. 


9.13. The Bloud of Goats and 


* Calves, and the Aſhes of an Hey- 
&« fer ſprinkling the uncl:ane, ſan- 
& Fifieth to the purifying of the fleſh. 
© The other San&ificacion is pro- 
© cared by Chrifts bloud ſprinkled 


* on the ſoule, verſe x14. How 


& much more [ball the Blowd of Chriſt 
© purge your Conſciences from dead 
« works, lo ſerve the living God? 
* The Sancification externall to 
<« the purifying of the fleſh, con- 
& ſiſteth in a mans ſeparation from 


© the world, and dedication unto. 


& Gods ſervice by calling and Co- 


<< yenant common to all the mem- 


«bers of the viſible Church. And 
"ic is of force thus farre, as to 


«© bring 


_— 


| 


none, then why are mans conditi- 


I —__—_—_ 
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©bringa man into credic and efti- 


© marion of a Saint before men, 
© xmd unto the common privi- 


© Jedges of the Church, whereupon 


*© God ſpeaketh to him, and of him, 
« 23 one of his people, and dealech 


© with him in his excernall diſpen- 


&« (ations as with one of his own 
© people. 


From theſe things thus layed to- Argum, 2. 


gether, our ſecond Argument ſtands 
good thus, They which have a{/ things 
neceſſary to the conſtitution and ad- 
miſſton of a member of the viſible 
Church , and thereby a ripht to the 
Covenants and ſervice of God , being 


ſanfified unto God, and crunted holy, 


they ought tobe admitted to the Lords 
Supper , in caſe they offer themſelves ; 
But ſuch are al) they, that profeſſe 
repentance towards God, and faith 


 towarals our Lord Feſus Chriſt 3 Er- 


go, ſuch ought to be admitted, and not 
refuſed. 


What ſcriptural Authority either Ref. ;. 
. In precept or example has any Mi- 


nifter to refuſe ſuch perſons? If 
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Reo{l 5+ 


ous fer up about Scripture qualifi- 
cations? Why are we ſubje& to 
Ocdinances , Tech nor, taft nor, 
atter the commandements of men ? 
Why will men be wiſer, and holier 
than the Scripture? Mr, Baxter's: 
words are weighty, © It (faith he) 
*<you ſhall deny the Seals to any 
* man, that is thus in Covenanc 
« with Chriſt, (that 1s to ſay) have 
& entred the Covenant, and lifted 
<© their names in the Roll of Chriſt, 
c<hut yet not ſincerely, unreſerved- 
«ly, intirely, as is neceſſary to ſal- 
« yation; before he diſclaime his 


© Covenant, you muſt doe it at 


& your perill : Dare not you to 
<«< afſume God's prerogative of 
< ſearching the heart, nor to di- 


«© ſpenſe Gods fſeales upon your 


© conjeturesof the probability, or 
* jmprobabiliry of mens lincerity ; 
&« 1 ſay,l adviſe you to beware how 
© you deny unto men the Seals, till 
«© you have tryed with them the 
© way preſcribed by CHRIST, 
« Mat. 18. 

Lafily, Ir is not altogether to be 
{lighced, 


= = 


= = 
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flighied, which ſome urge for che 
admiſſion of ſuch proteffors, (thc 
iS. to ſay) that though Sacraments 
are dumb ſhews to an Heathen, tv 
a man that has no faith at all, y*r 
to a profefſor, which hath a cem- 
porary faith, and doth acknow- 
ledge Jeſus Chriſt ro be the Sn of 
God, the Saviour of the world; 
And that men muſt repent and lead 
new lives, andthart themſelves dove 
ſo, and intend to doe ſo, being 
thereunto more eſpecially obliged 
by this Sacrament : To ſuch per- 
{ons the Sacrament doth ſerve to 


excite faith. Sacraments ordained 


by Chrift be not onely badges or 
tokens of Chriftian mens profell1- 
on, but rather thcy be certain ſure 
witneſſes, and effeuall ijgnes of 
grace and Gods good will rowards 


us,by which he doth work inviably Article 25 


in us, and not onely quicken (ne- of the 
| Church of 


Erglare. 


ftramque fidem in ſe non ſulym ex 
citat, wverym etiam confirmat ) but 
alſo ſtrengchen our faith in him 
and though not by the opus opere 
tum, by the at done, yet Dy the 

C 2 decla= 
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44: 


1. Objec. 


decl ration of the vertue of Chrijts 
death to take away fins, and a de- 
claration of the promiſe, and good 
will of God to all ſuch, as come 
unto him, and repent of theic tins, 
(which is the ſum of the Goſpe], 
and the Sacrament 'is verbum vi- 
fibile) it may to ſuch a one thar 
has but an hiftorical or temporary 
talih, prove a quickning, convert- 
ing Ocdinance; people being at 
thac time uſually beft diſpoſed to 
receive ſpicituall impreſſions, and 
co lay to heart their ſinnes moſt fe- 
1: ouſly, | 
Howbeit, this Reaſon I would 
not inlit on, the former 
being ſufficient to prove my 
Anſwer co the third Queſtis 


On. 


_ Six Objections anſwered. 


Carnal per;ons are not in Covenant 
with God, and therefore have ao right to 
the Seals; and if you give it to them, you 
ſet a ſeai ty a blank; you make them con- 
fee: rates with Govywhich arenct,Uriin. 
P+ G0, Such 


Y 


——. 
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Sach profeifors arc In Covenant Aniwer.1 


withGod: Firſt, I,mael was. Se- 
condly, the whole Church of the 
Tewes were in Covenant with God ; 

To them the Covenants did pertain, 
Thirdly, ſome chat finally periſh, 
are {aid to bein the Covenan:, ſee 
Heb 10.29. Anq hath counted the 
Bloud of the Covenant,wherewith ve was 
fanfified, an unholy thing, A Repro- 
bate, you ſee, my be called {anGi- 
fied,and that by vertue of the bloud of 
the Covenant ,that is to ſay,the bloud 
of Chriſt hath vertue to cleanſe 
the conſcience, which cometh un- 
to it truly.and ſpiritaally, which 
is the greater, And fo it 
hath force to doe tht which 1s 
leſſe, namely, to purike the fl:{h, 
and externall condition of the man 
wh: cometh unto it outwardly 


_ only. 


The Z:crament given to ſuch, is 
not the ſci. 55 Gons fraleto a 


Blank, for 1: :::)ctit the rrath of 
the Covenznt, 2: momiſes abſc- 
lutely to all bel, but our ine 
tereſt in the Covinaii v9: 


'& 3, Cligvuile 


o 
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ditionally ; it then any ſy » they 


Rom. 3. 3, doe believe, butd.enot, they dr- 


2. Obj:c. 


Anſwer.1, 


ceive themſelves. not us, Rom 3.3. 
Eut you tre in adpling the Seale, 


ſaying, Take this in remembrance 


that Chriſt died for thee, an hen hedid nt 
die for them. 

Firſt,that is more than you know, 
Chriſt died for al), that come to 
him to be hea\J. 

Secondly, in ſo ſaying, we doe 
not afficm poſitively to any parti- 
cular perſon, that Chriſt died for 
him ; but we d-cl:re the Commu- 
nicants duty, (namely) firſt, that 
he ought to make application of 
the bloud of Chriſt to his own 
ſou]. Secondly, and that he oughe 
to take and eat, not the very body 
of Chriſt, but a token, in remem- 
brance of Chrifts death. Thirdiy, 
= that he ought to diſcern this 

Sacramen _ eating from ordinary 
eating and drinking , and that. he 
muſt remember to perform this du- 
ty ſpiritually, by faith, looking un- 
co Jeſus Chriſt, who is there ſet 


forth : Upon the Croſſe, Chrift 


WR3 


— 


ao 
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was offered for us, in the Sacrament 
he is offered to us; the delivery is 
Gods att of application , the re- 
ee:wing is cus; fo that the propotr- 
tlon ſealedis this, God faith ro ur, 
Here 1s my Son, take him for thy 
Lord and Saviour, and I will p21 
don and fave thee; and this is a 
cruth and no lie. 


Mat. 7. 6. Give not that which #u 3: Objett 


holy unto Dugs, leſt they turn again, 
ard rent yiu, &c. This you doe , when 
you give the Sacrament to the an 
worthy, 


Chrift ſpeaks there of reprcofs, An;wer. 


cr preaching the Goſpel to ſuch 
perſons, as will be the more enra- 
ged againſt you for your paines : 
By Dugges and Swine he meancth 
the obſtinate and profeſſed hateis 
of the Light, which hate and = 
ſecute their Teachers, and ſuch a 
reprove them ; as Dogs will ths 
times curne, and ſnarle, and bire 
them, that rate them, and b -t 
them- But they that profeſle faith 
and repentan:ze re not ſuch Dogs, 
neither is there any ſuch carriage 
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to be feared, or occaſioned by gi- 
ving, the Sacrament to them that 


7 defreit. 


4.Cbiet. But you give a Cup of poyſon to 
their feuis; when the unworthy are 
admitted to partake , they eat judgement 
to rhemſelves. 
Anfw. hat which we miniſter, is P9«* 
1 Co, wo, culum Benedifjioms : The word of 
16. lite doth prove to many a ſavour of 
2 Cvi.2.16, death, yet we are unto God a (ſweet 
{avour of Chriſt, in them that be 
izved,and in them that periſh, v.15, 
ft is by accident, that the Cup of 
Blefhng doth turn to their hurt, 
which they ought to prevent by 
ſelf-examination. S. Peter tells us, 
That the unlearned and unſtable doe 
wreſt the Scriptures to their own damna- 
tion: (as many now doe) ſhall we 
therefore deny them the uſe of 
Scripture ? 


| | : | 
| 5. Objet. 1Cor.5. 6. A little Leaven lea- 


wveneth the whole lump. Ergo. 
Anſw. That place ſhews, that lewd per- 
ſons are to be caſt out of the 
Church : Firft, leftby our wilfall 
toleration of them, if we be puffed 
np, 
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L;-z and doe not mourn, that {uch Ver. 2. 
may be taken away , we make our 
ſelves partakers of their ſinne, and 

the whole Church liable to Gods 
wrath for the ſame. 

Secondly, left others be by their 2, 
example leavened and ſowred with 
corrupt manners. The Apofftles 
ſcope is to teach, that ſuch rotten 
members are to be cut off by Ex- 
communication, ver.13. Jherefore 
put away from among you that wicked 
perſon. But it ſhews not, that pro- 
feifors are to be driven from the Sa- 
crament. 

Laſily, by giving the Sacrament Objet. 

to carnall perſons, you make Chriſt 
to have a mungrell or monſtrous body 
compatted of Saints and Sinners : 
How can carnall , wicked perſons be 
of the Church ( which is bis Body) 
ſeeing they are not of the Head? 
How can the Godly and IWicked be 
one Body , and ore Bread? 1 Cor. 
10.47. 

Firſt, Paul; ſcope is to dehort Ayſper. of 
the Corinthians from focicty with 
thcir 1dolatrous fricnds, in their 

» idulations 
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idolatrous rites and Attions, be- 
cauic Infidels and Chriſtians cannot 
make up one body of Chriſt, verſe 
24. Je cannot ve partakers of the 


Lords Table > and the Table of de-" 


vilis. There 1s no Communion be= 
tweene Chriſt, and an Idoll, nor 
berweene thelr worſhippers ; but in 


the holy Supper, all Chriftians, 
have, or doe profefle to have Com-, 


munion with Chriſt, and the benc- 
fits of his paſſion, by meanes 


whereof, as by a ſacred figne, 


Omnes Chriſtiani, & cum Chrifio, 
 &+ inter nos ſpinttuali focietate de- 
vindti ſur, & quaſi in wunum 


corpus Chrifti coadunamur; now as 
this Communion is incompatible 


with the Devils ſocicty ; ſoare alſo 
the {ignes thereof incompatible, 
ſuch as their idolatrous feaſts were ; 


for they were fignes and pawnes of 


-* Communion and fellowſhip with 


"the Devil ;.and therefore if Chri-. 
fiians ſhall participate of their Sa=. 


cr ment?, they due in «tie& re- 
neunce Communi .n with Chrift; 
and his pcople,; T his is the ſcope 

and 


"4, 


F. 
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and meaning of that place, and is 
no way applicable to che preſenc 
Queſtion where men are uniced In 
the ſame Religion, God, and Wor- 
ſhip. 

Secondly, to the word: of the 
ObjeCtion, I anſwer, that the King- 
dome of Heaven, that is, the ſtate 
_ of Chriſts Church on earth is like 
unto ten (not five) Virgins, where- 
of ſome were Wile, and ſome were 
foolifh, yetall waiced on the Bride- 
groom, Mat. 25. Agiin, in Chrift, Job rx.2, 
there. be two locts of members; 
ſome thac live and bear fruit being 
really ingraffed into him by his 
Spirit ; others that are bur dead 
braftiches, knit unto him by out- 
ward ligaments onely, ſuch as the 
Sacraments are; and of this com- 
munion the Apoſtle ſpeaks, when 
he ſayes, they were all one Body 
and one Bread (chat is to ſay) by 
ſacred & religious Bands united .to 
Chriſt & one with anather , becaute r Cyr, 10,” 
they wece al! partakers of tli2t ane 17. 
Bread, And thus you {ee haw car» 
nall . profeiſors : are both of the 

| BaGy,, 


do 
3 


CCC 


+ 
ION IR * Ao <A oth io. ne NCR, ONS £2. cos dls tra 


Ie mes 3 HAD « PR —_— — - 
ed EEE OI EI. a ts A TIED en 
a —_— N—_—_— 


—— 
+ wo OY 


5-2- 


——_— 


of Admiſſion to 


2 Joh,z.19, Body, the Church, and Chriſt the 


Head : S. John ſpeaks of ſome, that 
went out from us, becauſe they were 
not all of us, yet till they went out, 
they were eſteemed of us. Thus 


much of the third Queſtion. 


i 
Wo 
4 « 


—— 


4. Oneft, WW ought to be kept hack by the 
4: Queſt 'V diſcipline of the Church ? 


Au wer. 


Two ſorts, firſt ſcandalous per- 
ſons. Secondly, Children, Fools, 
and mad men, and ſuch as are 


[roficly ignorant of Chrift, and 


the way of Salvation by hin, We 
doe not without making a diffe- 
rence admit all to the priviledges 
of-.the Church , the ignorant are 
inſtrufted, the Scandalous reftrai- 
ned, till they profefſe their repen- 
tance. 

Here are three things to be clea- 
red. 


The firſt is, who is a ſcandalous. 
pirion, 


The ſecond is, who ſtall exerciſe 
this power over him, to keep him 
Back ? 


{1} 


The. 


(-} 


the Lords Supper. 53 


The third is, in what order, and. 3. 

by what means ? 

For the firſt, who is. a ſcanda- Anſwer. 
lous perſon ? 

Such as live a looſe courſe of life Scandalous. 

in groſfſe ſins ( which themſelves 
know, and will confefle to be fins, 
when they are reproved for them) 
contrary to their profeſſion, ta the 
reproach, and difgrace of the Gof- 
pell, which they profefle, (as our 
common drunkards, ſwearers, un- 
clean, unjuſt perſons, &c,) Theſe 
are enemies to the ctoſſe of Chrift, 
they come not within the compaſle 
of charity to judge, that their fing 
(which are fo grofſe and cuſtoma- 
ry) are fins of infirmity, and 
therefore juſtly to be ſecluged from 
the ſociety of the faithtull. 

Scandalous perſons are difcove- 
red two wayts. Firſt, by the noto- 
riety of the Fat, their fins are 
knowne of all men ( the ſhew of 
their countenance is againſt them 
ſome mens ſins are open before- 1Tim.ya _ 
hand, going before go judgement. 
Such was the ftg of that incefiuous 

Corin- 
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Corinthian, &c. Their fins, and 
their continuance in them are- ſo 
notorious to the Congregation, 
that they need no proots by wit- 
n« les. | 
Secondly, others, though they 
deſperately and incorrigibly goe 
on in their (ins, are more cloſe fin- 
ners, and they muſt appeare co be 
ſcandalous upon juft proof thereof 
made : ſuch muſt be reproved, Firft, 
in private. Secondly, before wit- 
nefſes, Thirdly, and it he will not 
be perſwaded to confcfſe and b<- 
wail his fin, nor to give over the 
prafice of it; he brings a foule 
ſcandall upon the Gofpell, and 
therefore is to becaſt our; heis to 
be ſuſpended the Sacrament, du- 
ring his Tryall, whether he will 
accept of the Churches admonitti- 
on; andit he doe not thereapon 
diſcover his Repentance, weare to 
account him as a Heathen, and ſo 
unfit for ſpirituall Communion. 

' But who ſhall exerciſe this power over 
the ſcandalous p>rions, eſpecially now, 
when we have no diſcipline eflabliſhed ? © 

| Irſt, | 
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Firſt, this power 1s not inthe 
' People, nor in the whole Congre- 
vation , but originally and imme- 
diate!y trom Ged to Chriſt , from 
Chrift it deſcends to his Apoſtles, 
from them to fuch, as they ordai- 
ned, foh.20.21. As my Father ſent me, 
ſo ſend I you : In the Miniſters then, 
that Power Is, Tanquam in ſubjeJo 
primo, & ddequato; the people can 
no more <Xercileihe Keys, then the 
Seals, &c. 

But in which of the M niſiers #s this 2 Object, 
power placed ? 

Every Miniſter hath the power Aaſwer.2. 
of all Chrifts Ordinances to diſ- 
penſe the ſame in-that Congrega- 
tion, or flock, oyer which the holy 
Ghoſt hath made him Overſeer, 
yer wich this difference, he may 
preach the Word, Biptize, and 
adminiſter the holz Supper alone of 
himſelie, without the aſliftance. or 
conſent of -the people : But not 
Excommunicatealone, becauſe Ex+ 
communication doth preſuppole an 
offence to the Congregation, a 
conviction, and proofe of that. 

| c ftnce, 
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Definition. 


; Cor.5c4: 


offence, and witneſſes of the par” 
ties obſtinacy : and therefore herc- 
unto is required the AQtion 'of 
more then one : Excommunication 
is fitly deſcribed to be the judge- 
ment of the Church, for ratifying 
the threats of the Goſpell againſt 
profane, and wicked perſons. As 
the Sacraments are Seals of the pro- 
miſes to the faithſul : So the cen- 
{ures are the Seals of the threats up- 
on the ſoul of the impenitent per- 
{on in particular. 
Excommunication comprizeth. 
ſeveral Aﬀts, Admonition, Private, 
Publike : the laſt AR is, the caſting 
out of a wicked obſtinate perfon 
from the ſociecy of the faithfu]l : 
Firſt, by the Authority of Chrift, 
S:condly, diſpenſed and executed 
by the Minifters of the Goſpel]. 
Thirdly, with the aſſiſtance and 
conſent of the Congregation. 
Firſt, it you ask by what name 
and authoricy this is done? I an- 
ſwer, In the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt (that is co fay) by his Au- 
thority, Commiſion .and com- | 
mand.: 
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mand : for be bath the heys of heaven Rev.1.18. 
and bell. 

Secondly, it you ask by whoſe 
Office and Miniſtery this ſentence 
1s denounced ? 1 anſwer, by the Ai- 
Niſters of the Goſpell : we binde and 
loofe, doQtrinally, in our preach» 
ing peace to the godly, ayd curſes 
to the wicked. But in Excommu- 
nication we denounce the wrath of 
God againſt this or that particular 
perſon, ( Thou art the man, thou 
haſt no part with ws) and that not 
only declaratively, but jadicially ; 
It js like the fentence of a Judge on 
the Bench, and by it the Offender 
1s disfranchized of all the Liberties 
and benefits of the Church : He is 
adjudged to wrath, unlefſe he re- - 
pent : The ſinners own unbelict 
cuts him off from ſpiritual tellow- 
ſhip -with Chriſt; The cenſure of 
the Church deprives him of ſociety 
with the Church. 

Thirdly, if you ack whether this 
be done by the Minifter alone? I 
anſwer, No, it muſt be done by the 
aſl;tance and conſent of the Con- 

gregation, 
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grepgation, 1 Cor. 5.4. When ye are 
gathered topetber, and my Spirit, Oc. 
ſee 2 Cor. 2. 6. inflified of many. Ex- 

_ cummunication muſt not be done 
In a corner {by the Chance!lur and 
his Regiſter, &c.) But whoſoever 
doh by his off:nces loſe his right 
to the holy things of God, he muſt 
loſe it in the face of the Conpre- 
gation, and that aſter proofs and 
allegations, as is aboveſaid; the 
people heare and fee the. offence, 
complaine of it, are grieved at his 
ſociety with them, and judge him 
worthy to be caſt out. 

This concurrence and confent 
| being preſuppoſed, every Miniſter 
11 is Epiſcopus Gregis, a Biſhop in his 
| Proofs.1. own Pariſh, 4&s 20 28. ——to'a# 

the flock over which the holy Gh«ſt 
beth made you emmybregs, Overſeers. 
Again, Heb. 13.7. Remember them 
which have the rule over yu , who 
have ſpoken unto you the Word of God. 
Where note, that they who preach 
the Word muſt rule and govern the 
Church; and every Preacher 1s a 
Ruler, unto whom the people muſt 
| ſubmit, 
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ſubmic, ver. 17 Bcfiles, every Mi- 
niftcr js veficd with this Authority 
at his Ordination. The words are 
theſe, Tahe thou Autbority to preach 
the Word of Gsd, ond to adminiſter 
the holy Sacraments in ths Conpre- 
gation, where thou ſhait be ſo appoin- 
ted, Whoſe finnes thou doſt forgivo, 
they gre forgiven, aiid-whoſe ſinnes 
thou doſt retain, they are retained : 
And be thou a faitbfull diſpenſer of 
the Word of God and of his holy Sa- 
craments in the Nameof the Father, 
and of 1h? Son, and of the boly Gheft, 
Amen. 
Secondly, every Miniſter is veſ|«d 
with this Authority by the Lawes 
ofthis Land; the words of the Ru- 
brick for the Adminiftiation of the 
Lords Supper, which doe enable us 
thereunto, are theſe, If any of thoſe See Book 
(which intend to be partakers 'of the of Can. 
holy Commnnion) be an open, and no- £9" 36. 
forieus- evill liver , ſo that the Congre- 
gation by him is offend. d, or have done 
wrong to bis Neighbours by word or 
deed; the Curate having knowledge 
thereof , ſhall call him, and — 
| hb 
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him in any wiſe not to preſume to the 
Lords Table, untill he have openly 
declarcd bimfelf to have truly repen- 
ted and amended bis former naughty 
life, that the C.ngregation may there- 
by be fatified, which afore were off:n- 
ded; and that be bave recompenſed 
the partics, whom he hath dene wrong 
unto, er at the leaſt declare bimſelf to 
be in full purpoſe ſo todo, as ſoon as be 
Conveniently may. This Law is yet in 
force. Beſides this,our Authority in 
this particular is confirmed by an 
Ocdinance of Lords and Commons 
touching ſuſpenfion from the Lords 
Supper : The words are theſe, Firſt, 
the Flderſhip of every Congregation 
ſhall bave power to examine any per- 
fon cemplained of for any matter of 
(candall, and upon confeſſim of the 
party to ſuſpend him from the Lords 
Supper. Secondly, they ſhall examine 
upon Oath ſuch Witn:ſie's as ſhall be 
produced before them , either for the 
acquitting or condemning ef the par- 
ty accuſed. Thirdly, they ſhall judge 
the matter of ſcandall , being not ca 
pital, apon the Teſtimony of two 
” credible 
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credible Witneſſes. Fourthly , {ati- 
fadticn ſhall be given to the Eldey- 
ſhip of every Congregation of the Of- 
fenders Repentance,before be be admitted 
to the Lords Supper. Thas, by Au- 


thority both Divine and Humane, 


you ſee what power the Miniſter 


hath in his Congregation to exer- 


cile the keys. 

Thicdly, it follows now, in what 
order and way,be muft exerciſe this pow - 
er over the [candalous. 

This is in part anſwered already ; 
but more particularly thus. 

Firft, if the fault or offence be in 
publike,ſeeing it needs no witneſſes 
to proveit, the party is to be ad- 
moniſhed openly in the Church, 
: Tim. 5. 20. Them that fin, (to wit 
openly) rebuke before all , that others 
1a) fear, (as in the caſe of an Offcn. 
der, that hath outftood a firſt and 
a ſecond warning, and ſo made his 
offence, which at firſt was private, 
to become publike by his incorri- 
eibleneſle. ) 

Secondly, the Church-wardens, 
(viho are Overſeers of the manners 

Oi 
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=_ Congregation) ſhould doe 


heir duty, to watch and informe' 
of ſcandals committed, which may 
be hid irom the Miniſter. 

Thirdly, hereupon, or upon his 
owne knowledge of the ſcandall, 
the Miniſter is to (ſend for the party, 
he is to warne the unruly, to ad- 
moniſh him of his ſin, and danger, 
that bis ſoule is in. Read Ezekiel 
33.7,8. Thiu (halt beare the Word 
at tmy mouth, aud warne them from 
me , when I ſay O wicked man, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die, if thou deeſt not ſpeak 
to warn, &Kc, Hereby Is gained an 
advantage of doing their ſoules 
good. 

Fourthly, this done, the Miniſter 
muſt ſuſpend him, while he is un=- 
der this Tryall, whether he will 
confelle and amend his wayes; and 
if Admonitions availe not, then to 


2 Cor. 2.7, caſt him out ; bur it he be wonne by 


4 


our Admonicions, and brought to 
forrow by this diſcipline, then he 

is to be received and c:mforted. 
Fifthly , the better to prevent 
and refuſe ſcandalous perſons, it 
Is 
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is. moſt tic, that ſo mariy, as intend Rubrick 
to: be partikers of the holy Com- ®* 


Communt 


munion, ſhall ſignifie their names 


fore the 


. On 
to the Curate over night, to the in- 


tent he may put back all open and 
notorious livers. And to this end, 
it would be uſeful to give tokens to 
ſuch as ſignifie their names; and 
that the Church- Wardens receive 
their cokens, as they approach to 
the Lords Table, and to keep back 
ſuch as haveno Tokens, as gathe- 


- ring thereby, that they are not or- 


decly admitted. Thus much of kee- 
ping back the Scandalous by the 
Miniſter of each Congregation, the 
keyes being put by Chriſt into the 
hands of every Miniſter fingly. 


But though this power be fully Canton, 


in every Miniſter, yet not indepen- 


dently. There be three degrees of 3 Degrees 
Government held forth in Scci- of Church- 


pture, left by Chrift, and his Apo. 
ſtles for the well ordering of the 
Churches. The firſt is, Parochiall 
vr Congregational, The ſecond is, 
Epiſcopo-presbyteriall, The third is 
Synodicall, — The firſt and Joweſt 
| degree 


Goyern- 
ment 1n 
Scripture, 
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Sit 1,4: 


ilTim.5.19, 
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dezree is of one Pajtour ovec qgne 
flick, with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Congregation. The fecond inter- 
mediate power is lefle then Synodi- 
call, yer greater then the Parocht- 
all , and this is Epiſcopus Paſtorum, 


_— 
» 
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_ the preheminence of one over many 


particular Churches, with the Afli- 
fiance of ſome Brethren of the 
Clergy ; whoſe Office and FunGi- 
on, executed by ſingle perions, we 
finde evidently in the Scripture ; as 
for example. 

Firft, the ordaining of Elders. 

Secondly, and ſetting in order 
the things that are wanting in ſe- 
verali Churches. 

Thirdly , the judging of Elders 
In caſes of complaint, or male-ad- 
miniſtration of theic holy Office, if 
any particular Paſtor be negligent 
in his office, or unſound in his d6- 
Qrine, or partiall, and ſwayed by 
paſſion, and finifter reſpeR&s in di- 
ſpenſing of the Keys , then he is 
under Juriſdiftion,to be reftrained, 
rebuked., accuſed, &c. 

Fourthly, the reſtraining of falſe 

Teachers, 


CO 
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Teachers,it any preach the doQcine_ 
of the Nicolaitans, or the dodrine 

oi Jezebel to ſeduce my ſervants ; 

the Angels of the Churches (and 

they were ſingle perſons) muſt re- 

ſtraine them, elle why ſhould rhey 

be blamed for ſuffering ſach Tex- 

chers; if they had not power to 
reftraine them? Rev. 2. 14, 20. In 

the Church of Epheſus, though It Ads 25. 
it had ſundry Elders and Paſtors to L7, 
guide it, yet amongſt clioſe ſundry, 

there was one Chief, whom our 
Saviour calleth the Angell of the 
Church, and writeth that to him, 

which by him the reſt ſhould know. 

Now none of thoſe four foremen- Reyno/4s 
tioned Aﬀs of juriſdiction, cn be Conf, with 
performed by any particular Mint- #7. 
ſter in ſeveral] Churches, or in 
Churches not their owne : yet this 

we finde to have been done, and 

the names of them that did it : And 

' In the Apoſtles own times , Ipna- 

tis and Pelycarpus converled with 

the Apoftles, and were their diſci- 

ples; they were both Biſhops, one 


| of Antioch in Syria, the other of 
| D Smyre 
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Smyrna. Ste Ignatius Epiſtles ſet 
f1th by Biſhop Uſher 5 we -finde a 
ſuccetlion ot ſuck men upon record 
in Ipnatiws Epiltles,and the Church- 
Hiftorics, which we have as much 
reaſon to believe, as that there was 
a William the Conquerour , and IWil- 
liam Rufus ſucceeding him : In 1 
Tim. 3. Panl having written of the 
Qualifications of Presbyters and 
Deacons, ſaith verſ. 14, 15. Theſe 
things write I unto thee, that thou 
mayſt know how thou oughteſt 10 be- 
have thy ſelfe in the houſe of God, 
which is the Church of the living 


God; by the Qualifications them- | 


{elves, each Miniſter is inſtruged 
how to behave himſelf in his place; 
but why doth he write to Timothy, 


in what ſort Presbyters, and Dea- + 


cons, and their wives ought to be 


qualified ? =———— And why does he 
| 


make this as a part. of Timethies 
enablement how to behave himſelf 


in the Church of God? and how | 
does it concerne Timothy to know |, 


other mens duties? Surely it is, bc- 
cauſe Timothy had the Governance 
and 


4 


| 


b 
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and overhight of thoſe Presbycers, 


and Deacons, and was to crdaine 
and order them according to thoſe 
Apoſtolical Canons. The thiid and 
higheſt power in the Church, is a 


| Synod, from whence there is no ap- 


peale; In caſe the Biſhops them- 


| ſelves ſhould prove Hereticall, or 


Tyrannica!l, in caſe of Faftion a- 
mongſ Biſhops, and other Mini- 
ſters, -and male-adminiſtration of 
their Office, then for the preſerva- 
tion of cruch and peace in the 
Churches,Chriſft hath provid«d this 
remedy, to ſettle differences, which 
cannot be ended by private diſpu- 
tations, Ads 15, 2. After much 
diſputation about the point of Cir- 


 cumcifhon, when neither fide would 


yeeld,it was referred to that Synod ; 
and they ſend their determination 
by Letters to the Churches, and the 


| controverfie was quieted, ver. 31. 


they rejoyced for the conſolation. 
By this ſubordination of degrees, 


 theunity of Churches is preſerved, 


(there being an affociation of all 
the Churches united within any 
D 2 one 
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une Dominion, or Kingdome) and 
the corrup:ions thereot duly pur- 
ged, NC. 

Now followes the fecond ſort, 
which are tobe kept back, and they 
zre Childcen,and Fools, and people 
groitely Ignorant. Some have vb- 
j:&ed, Why (ſbou'd they not receive 
the Liras Suſper , as well as be bap- 
tized 

Eccauſe there is a Barre againſt 


- them in the inſtitution it ſelf, which 


rcquireth, that all Communicants 
doe three things : 

Ficft, Examine themſelves. 

Secondly , Dijcern the Lords Be- 
die. 
Thirdly, Shew forth the Lords 
death. Which ſuch people are noc 
capable to doe. 

| Here are two Queftions to be 
r:\olved ; The firft is, I/ho are to be 


i 


accounted Ignorant ? or what meaſure of | 


knowledge is ſufficient ? 

Ic is neceſſary for every one to 
know and confefſſe (as the Eunuch 
did to Philip) T believe, that Jeſws 


' Chriſt is the Son of God; that By his | 


death 


d 
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death we have Redemoti nN and 
Remiſſion of our linnes; and thac 
the Bread and Wine are toxens and 
ftignes of the Body and Bloud of 
Chriſt ſhed for us. The Apiles 
had but a conſuſed knowledge con- 
cerning many neceſſary points, 

when they did fi: partake of thy 

Lords Supper with their Maſicr < 
Curious Q ifitons therefore are Lo 
be avoided= It were ht, peopie 
ſhould know and hy IS it3e Ar LCICB 
of the Creed; atio tie weaning of 
the Sacramental [igics , 9 mutt 
know, how that eating & d drinking 
does differ from ordinary meales; 
that wedoeuſe it, Not afCommein 
meat and drink, but in fa'th look» 
ing unto Chriſt crucifizd for our 
fins, and with reverence, as having 
to drale with God; and as hotly 
obligations to repent of all our fins, 
and to be obedient unio Chriſt, ac- 
cording to the Rules of his Wo:d, 

and the Tenor of the Covenx t, 
The Lord offereth his $5n, and {al - 
vation with him, to all chat beli:ve 
and turn unto him ; anJ weby re- 
D 3 celving 
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ceiving the Elements offered, doe 
ſet to our fſeale, that God is irve's 
that we looke for ſalvation by - 
Chrifts bloud ; and thar Chriſt is 
the Lord, whom we take- for our 
 GoJdand Saviour, to truſt, love, and 
obey him, Cc. 

How, and by whom, fvall we get the 
"* peopl- knowledge tobetried 2 

There be three ſorts of people : 
Fiiſt, the younger ſort are to be 
Catechized, and being inftrufted in 
the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion + they areto give account of 
their faith, and knowledge openly 
before the Congregation ; and be- 
Ing come to yeares of diſcretion, 
they muſt with their ov n mcuthes 
profciſe their conſent to the Ai- 
ticles and conditions of the new 
Covenant, {ummni'd up in that three- 
fold Vow, whereunto wee ftand 
bound by our Baptiſme : Abrenun- 
eias ? Abrenuncio, Credis? Credo, 
Spondes ? Spondeo, The which Ex- 
erciſe doth anſwer the er.ds of that 
angent cuſltome of Confirmation, 


as they are declared in the Rubrick 
for 
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for the order of Confirmation : by 
vertoe of which authority, we may 
bring our young people to ſubmir 
to this courſe : The words of the 
Rubrick are theſe, Becauſe, that 
when Children come to yeares of di- 
ſeretion, and have learn:d what their 
Godfathers promiſed for them in Ba- 
ptiime, they may then themſelves 
with their cn mouth, and with their 
own conſent , openly tefore the Church 
ratifie and confirme the ſam?; and 
alſo promiſe that by the grace of God, 
they will ev:rmore endevaur them 
ſelves faithiu'ly to obſerve and keep 
ſuch things, as they by their owne 
mouth and Confeſſim have aſi-nted 
unto : It is agreeable with the uſage 
of the Church in times paſt; whereby 
it was ordained, that Confirmation 
ſhould be miniſtreld, when Children 
came to Age, that they being in{tru- 
Ged in Chrifts Religion , (bould epen- 
ly profeſſe their owne faith, and pro- 
miſe to be obedient unto the will of 
God. Thus farre the Rubrick. This 
courſe would prevent that groſle 
tgnorance which now reigns in E'- 
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der people, and being once done, 
wouid fave the labour of new Exa- 
minations. This courſe of Catechi- 
zing before Admiſſion to the Lords 
Supper is of ſo great uſe, that Mr. 


caly, Inft, Calvin earneſtly wiſheth it reflored 
+4.©9:4Q to all the Churcizes, Uiinam vero 
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morem retineremus y) quem apud v:te- 
res fuſe admonuinxgn—— Puri adoles 
ſeentie proximi, figdei ſue rationem co« 
ram Ecclefia exponerent, &c. 

Secondly, fRirangers and ſervants 
admitied cliewhere, are togive an 
account of their knowledge to the 
Miniſter, when they crave their 
Tokens to be admitted; or elſe 
bring a Certificate of their fitneſle, 
Oc. 

Thirdly , the Elder people ad- 
mitted by my ſelfe or predecefiors 
are ſuppoſed to be already exami- 
ned and marked, yet ſeeing in moſt 
places that courſe of inftrution 
has been omitted, and old people 
have long intruded into that Ordi- 
nance, vpon a generall preſump- 
tion and ſuppoſition, that they 


have paſſed a due Tryall in their 
youth, 


—— 
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youth, and yet are more Ignorant 


then the Children; it were to be 


wiſhed, that publike Authority 
would ſettle ſome conrſe for the 
inſtru&ion of them , that be aged, 
that they may not goe cut of the 
world without the knowledge of 
God. In the mean time we ought 
to offer them our belp. 

Therefore fourthly, I doe, and 
would cauſe ſuch, as have bcen 
formerly admitted, to renew their 
faith by an exprefſe confeſſion, 
and aſſent unto the chief Articles 
of the Faich (namely) in particular. 
Of the Fall agd miſery of man by 
Nature. Ot our Redemp:i>2 by 
Chriſt the ſecond Adam, who 
hath delivered us from the curſe of 
the Law,being made a Curle for us. 
Of the means to partake of Chrilts 
righteouſneſſe,namely,by faith, reft- 
ing on the promiſes of ſalvation in 
and by him, and not on our works 
or good intentions. Ot the mceſ- 
ſity of Reacwing our Repenance, 
and walking in new ob:dien:e, ac- 
cording £3 the Com nandemints of 

Ds God, 
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God. Ot the Relurreion of the _, . 
Dead, and the ſtate of a!l men ins 
the Worid co come. Ot theule of 
the S«craments. 
And I engage them by promiſe to 

- break off every known fin, and ta 
take Jeſus Chreſt, not onely for 
their Saviour, but alſo for theic 
Lord, and King, co rule in their 
hearts and lives by his Word. And | 
this Conſefſion and Engagement is 
to be made, when they fetch their 
Tokens, and fignife to the Miniſter | 
their purpoſe of receiving. | 

Fiſtly and Jaſtly, we binder the 

unworthy, doQrinally, though not 
juridically ; for before the Sacra- 
ment, we inftrud them in the Na- 
ture of the Sacrament, and in their 
Duty of Preparation by S:If exa-. 
mination, and ſometimes by Fread- 
ing in thePulpic that Exhortation. | 
in the Common: Prayer- Booke, 
[ Tou, that minde to come muſt- 
exnfider what $. Paul writeth tothe 
Corinth ans, &c.| a more full , pe- 
werfal. pathetical admonition and. 
inflruttion in ſo few lines, can. 
hardly. 


} 
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- bardly be penned by any ma". 1 
rell them farther , that \ Gran the 
A@ of Adminiſtration, they niult, 

) and they doe make a confeſſion of 

their faith atthe Table ; I rehearſe 

the Nicene Creed; and they teſti- 
fie their aſſent by ſaying, Amen. 

And becauſe it is not enough to 

confeſſe wich the mouth , unleſle 

they allo believe with the heart, 
and repent with the heart ; there- 
fore in Token of their true Repen- 
| tance, and holy purpoſe to walk 
| In the feare of God for time to 
- come; [I cauſe them meekly knee- 
ling upon their knees, to repear 
after me, that excellent conk: lion, 
which beginneth thus : { Almighty 
God, Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Alaker of all things, Fudy: of all 
men, &c | Sothat none dues Con.” - 

| IWmunicate with us, which is not u"- 

der the notion of a Believer; and 

of apeniceat perſon ; And if they 
be noc really ſuch, as they prof: 
and would ſfeeme to be, ihe polly- 
tion and linne doth reft with them 
alone.. 
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| | Dazre, 


" PEre this @4zre may be de- 
manded, namely, What ſcriptu- 


ral injunfion or authority Miniſters have . 


to take ſuch particular Examination of 
all Communicants, eſpecially of ſuch, as 
bave been formerly admitted , and are 
Without ſcandall * And though it be 
an at of Charity in us to offer 
them our inſtruction , yet whether 
their ſubmiſſion to our Examination be 
a neceſſary duty on their parts? Or a 
nec. ſſary Bualification and condition of 
their Sdcramentall Communion * And 
their non-ſubmiſſion to our Examination 
be a ſufficient warrant for #s 10 refuſe 
them, in caſe they offer themſelves ? 
Firft, the Apoſtles did not infilt 
upon this condition, AC. 2.41. 
& 20. v.7: They did adminiſter 
without any ſuch Tryal or Exami- 
nation; their practice was other- 
Wiſe. 
# S condly, why did not Paul Iay 
thi: duty on Miniſters, as well as 
on ih? party hin'elfe, 1 Cor. 11, 
v. 28. when the cafe was in debate 
b:{o:e hin, a..d when he gave pzr- 
ticular 


| 


's 
{i 
' 


' the Lords Supper. 
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ticular Rules for preventing of un- 
worthy receiving : But he ſuffticing 
bimſelte wich a generall propoſall 
of the great danger of unworthy 
Communicating, remitteth every 
other particular perſon to a fc1t- 
examination, Without any order, 
either to Miniſters or Lay-Fiders 
co exclude any from the holy Com- 
munion upon their Examination. 
In watters of fin and duty we miy 
Argue negatively from the Scri- 
pture, | 

Jam. 2.1. My Brethren , have nit 
the faith of our Lord Feſws Ctrift with 
reſped of perſons, Job 34. 32. That 
which ] ſee not , teach thou me , &Cc. 
1 Cor. 14. 32, TheSpirits «f the Pro- 
phets are ſubjc4 tothe Prophets, 


Con- 


es 


Conteſſeratio fidei. 


Such as are admitted to the 
Lords Supper, it is meet, that. 
they ſhould ſolemnly and ſeri- 
ouſly profeſle their aſſent to 
the fundamentall Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, and their 
conſent to take Chriſt for 
their Lord and Saviinr, to 
rule in their hearts and lives 
by his Word, and that they 
faithfully and ſincerely o5ey 


Chriſt, according to his Scri- 
fenre- laws, 


Articles of Faith. 


1, Concerning God. 


Oe jou belicve that there is one 
everlaſting «nd true God, Maker 

of H:iaucn and Earth , Preſerver and 
Governeur 


.- 
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Governour of all things ; that this on* 
Ged is three diftin Perſons , Father, 
Son, and hily Ghoſt; and that be 
#5 the God, whim alone we are to 
worſhip, ſerve, love, honour, obey , and 
depend upon. 


2, Ccncerning the Creation 
and Fall of Man. 


Doe you believe, that God created 
man at firſt after his owne Image, 
in knowledge , righteouſneſſe, and 
true belineſſe; and that onr firſt pa- 
rents, Adam and Eve, being de- 
ceived by the Devill, did tranſpreſſ? 
that firſt Covenant of life and obedi- 
ence , and ſo plunged themſelves, and 
their poſterity into a ſtate of ſin and 
death ; in which ſad efiate all men 
continue and lie, being by nature Chil- 
dren of wrath, untill they be regenergs 
ted and effefiualy planted into Peſus 
Chriſt the ſecond Adam ? 
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- 3, Concerning the Redeemer, 


Dae you believe in one Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, the eternall Son of Goa , God 
gl Man, Ged from Everlaſting, and 
Man in the fuln:ſſe of Time, that he 
Was conceived by the bly Ghoſt, born 
of the Virgin Mary, that he did up- 
on the Croſſe to ſeve biz peiple from 
their fins , that the third day he roje 


againe from the dead, and went up 


into Heaven, where he now ſits at the 
right hand of God to make interce{ſton 


' forus; and doe you believe, that he is the 


only Mediatour between God and man, 
and that redemption and remiſſion of 


ſins, and everlaſting Salvation, a to” 


be had and obtained through faith in 
bis Bloud, and that there js ſalvation in 
none other £ 


4. Concerning the holy Ghoſt. 


Doe you believe in the third Perſon 


of the bleſſed Trinity , the holy Ghoſt, 
that 
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that be deth proceed from the Father 
and the Sonne ; and that together with 
the Father and the Son, he #4 to be 
wor ſh:ipped and glorified ? 


5. Concerning the forgiveneſte 
of fins, and the meanes to 
partake of CHRIST, 
namely, by Faith. 


Die you bilieve, that a man of a 
contrite arid humble ſpirit, by faith a« 
lone apprehending and applying Chriſt 
with all bis merits, ts. bimſelfe is. ju- 
flified before God, and ſarQified, and 
that this bly Faith is the gift of God, 
wrought in w by the Word preached, 
*and increaſed in us daily by it , and 
by the ule of the Sacraments and 
prayer £ 


6. Concerning Rep:ntance 
and new obedience. 


© Doe you acknowledye, that all ſuch, 
as hope to be ſaved by Chriſts Bloud, 
n:uſt 


Chriſtian Faith © $3 


muſt aiſo be Sandificd by hy Spirit, 
that they muſt repent of their ſins, 
"that they muſt feele them, ard ſorrow 
for them, confeſſe, ard turn from them 
to the Lerd, or elſe they ſhall periſh ever» 
loſtingly ? and do you acknowledye, that 
all that be Chriſts, be new Creatures, 
and that th:y muſt confoionably endea- 
vour to live a godly life | orderid ac« 
cording to the Word of God, in hwe, 
peace, righteouſneſſe, and holineſſe, 
without which no Mar ſhall ſee God ? 


T7 Concerning the ſtate of 
the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. 


Doe you believe the ReſurreQion of 
the dead, and that all men ſhall come 
againe with their own Bodies, to receive 
the things done in the Body , whether 
good or evill, an | that at the end of 
the world Chriit ſhall come againe in 
great Glory, to Judge "the DOuick 
and the Dead, and that then there 
ſhall be made an everlaſting [eparation 


between men and men, between Sheep 
and 
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ana Goa's, and that the righteo;s ſail 
goe into everlaſting life, and the wicked 
into ev:rlaſting puniſhmant ? 


S, Concerning the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper. 


Doe you acknowleage that the out- 
ward Elements of Bread aid Wine in the 
Lords Surfer, doe ſignifie the Body and 
Bloud of Chriſt crucified for our ſins, 
and that Chriſt did ordaine them fur 
the continuall remembrance of hi death, 
and that ther: fore they are to be uſed 
and received, not as ordinary Bread 
and Wine , but as tokens and Seales of 
the Covenant of Grace, and of our 
Communion with Chriſt; Budy and Bloud; 
that the Lords Supper is not only a 
Badge of eur Chriſtian profeſſion, and 
a ſigne of the love, that Chriſtians ought 
to have one to anith:r, but that it 3s 
rather a Sacrament of our Redem- 
ption by Chriſts death, and a ſurewit- 
neſſe and effeuall ſigne of Gods good 
will towards w, wherein Gid for his 


part doth ſeale to the worthy Receiver, 
the 
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the pardon of all bus fins, with a! other 
Benefits of Chrifts death : And the pe- 


 nitent believing ſinner doth for his part, 


ſeale to the truth of God's promiſes, and 
profeſſeth to believe and reſt on them 
for ſalvation, and to take Chriſt for 
bis Lord, and bis God, and bis Sa- 
viour : But the wicked and ſuch as be 
void of a lively faith, though they eat 
with their mouths the ſignes of the Boe 
dy and Bloud of Ghriſt, yet in no wiſe 
are the partakers of Chriſt, but ra- 
ther eat and drink Judgement to them= 
ſelves, not diſcerning the Lords Body ? 


The Promiſe and Covenant 
renewed. 


Doe you, and will you endeavour 
ly the help of Gods grace, to frame 
and lead a holy life anſwerable to this 
holy profeſſion? And as at this time 
doe you , and will you examine your 
ſelfe , your own heart and wayes, will 
ou ſpread and confeſſe your ſins before 
the Lord, with a full purpoſe of heart, 
inwardly to hate, and outwardly to for- 


ſake 


_ 
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fake every fin , even becauſe it is fin ? 
Ard that you doe, and. for the time to 


come will take Jeſus Chriſt , not only 


for your Prieſt to pardon your ſins by 
his Bloud , but alſo for your Lord ts 
reign and rule in your heart; and that 
Jon will faithfully and fincerely walk 
in obedience to all hy known Scripture 
laws? 


The End. 


I — p———_ —____—__—_ 


IE — A p——_ - wo—_ —> 


Lately printed for Rich. Royſton 
at the Angel in Ivie-lane, 


The faithfull Monitor. 
1 — 7 0the Church of England. 


2——= To the inferiour Minifters of 
the Goſpel. 
3 To the Nobility and Gentry. 


4———To the expulſed Members of the 
Univerſity, and to thoſe now 
abiding therein. 

5 —— To the Fudpes, Lawyers, Rc. - 

6 Tothe City of London. 

J——Tothe ſeduced of this Nation, 
and to 4s many as have ſepa- 
rated themſelves from the 
Communion of our Church. 

$———To the whole body of this Na- 
tion, IN 12. 


